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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kington  Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1971,  together  with  the  report  of  the  Building  Surveyor 
and  Public  Health  Inspector. 

No  comment  is  required  upon  the  statistical  section. 

The  Building  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
section  of  the  report  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  we  have  ever 
had,  containing  as  it  does  a short  history  of  the  office,  and  the 
Council  as  a sanitary  authority.  Although  Mr.  Ricketts  has  been 
with  us  only  for  a year,  the  quality  of  his  report  is  a good 
indication  of  the  application  and  intelligence  he  has  put  into 
his  work:  the  Council  is  undoubtedly  loosing  an  outstanding 
servant,  and  I shall  be  very  sorry  to  see  him  go.  I wish  him 
well  in  his  new  life  in  Bristol. 


G.D.K.  NEEDHAM 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICS  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  ALFA 


Area  (in  acres)  ..  ..  . 857 

Estimated  mid-year  home  population  . . ..  ..  1,920 

Average  number  of  persons  per  acre 2.3 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . . 685 

Average  number  of  inhabited  houses  per  acre  ..  0.8 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  . . . . 2.8 

Rateable  value ..  ..  £31,242 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £636 


LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS 


Live  Births 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Le gitimate 

20 

16 

36 

Illegitimate 

— 

2 

2 

20 

18 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population: 


Comparability  factor:  1.13 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

Kington  U.D.  (Crude) 

19.8 

10.7 

14.2 

10.5 

18.4 

" ” (Adjusted) 

22.4 

12.1 

16.0 

11.9 

20.8 

England  and  Wales 

16.0 

16.0 

16.3 

16.9 

17.2 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 

Per  cent  of  total  live 

births : 

1971 

1970 

Kington  U 

.D. 

5.0 

Nil 

England  and  Wales 

8.0 

8.0 

Still  Births 


Males  Females  Total 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Kington  U.D. 
England  and  Wales 


1,000  total  live  and 

still 

births 

• 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

Nil 

125.0 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

12.0 

13.0 

13.0 

14.3 

l4.8 
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INFANT  DEATH  RATES 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  old 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  1-1 

Illegitimate  - - - 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births: 

Kington  U.D.  . . 26.0 

England  and  Wales  ..  10.0 

Neonatal  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  old 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  1-1 

Illegitimate  - 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births: 

Kington  U.D.  ..  26.0 

England  and  V/ ales  . . 12.0 


Perinatal  Mortality 

Still  Births  and  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  old 


Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  1-1 

Illegitimate  - 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births: 

Kington  U.D.  ..  26.0 

England  and  Wales  ..  22.0 


Infant  Mortality 


Dea.ths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

Males  Females  Total 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


1 


1 
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Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  related  live  births: 


1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

(Total 

26.0 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Kington  U.D. 

(Legitimate 

28.0 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

England  & Wales 

(Total 

18.0 

18.0 

18.0 

18.3 

18.3 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

Total  number  of  Maternal  Deaths  . . Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births: 

Kington  U.D.  . . Nil 

England  and  Wales  . . * 


DEATHS 


Males  Females  Total 


Total  number  of  deaths  from 

all  causes: 

15 

16 

31 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population: 

Comparability  factor:  O.63 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

Kington  U.D.  (Crude) 

16.1 

13.2 

18.4 

17.3 

16.3 

" " (Adjusted) 

10.1 

8.3 

11.8 

9.7 

10.1 

England  and  Wales 

11.6 

11.7 

11.9 

11.9 

11.2 

Cancer 

Males 

Females  Total 

Total  deaths  from  Malignant 

Disease : 

5 

4 

9 

Cancer  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

estimated  mid- 

■year  home  population: 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

Kington  U.D. 

4.69 

1.01 

2.11 

4.19 

1.05 

England  and  'Wales 

* 

2.36 

2.35 

2.27 

2.27 

Cardio-Vascular  Disease 

Males 

Females  Total 

Total  deaths  from  Cardio-Vascular  Disease: 

5 

7 

12 

Car dio -Vascular  Disease  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  mid-year 

home  population: 

1971  1970  1969  1968  1967 

Kington  U.D.  6,25  10,66  13*16  7*85  10,53 

England  and  Wales  * 5*94  6.01  6.06  5*77 

* figures  not  yet  available 
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Respiratory  Disease  (excluding  Tuberculosis) 

Males  Females  Total 

Total  deaths  from  Respiratory  Disease:  3 2 5 


Respiratory  Disease  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home 

population: 


Kington  U.D. 
England  and  Wales 


1971  1970  1969  1968  1967 

2.60  0.31  1.05  3.66  I.58 

* 1.76  1.77  1.75  1.37 


* figure  not  yet  available 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (all  ages) 


Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Other  malignant  neoplasms 
Hypertensive  disease 
Ischaemic  heart  disease 
Other  forms  of  heart  disease 
Cerebrovascular  disease 
Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 
Bronchitis  and  emphysema 
Pneumonia 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 
Diseases  of  skin,  subcutaneous  tissue 
Congenital  anomalies 
Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc. 
Accidents  other  than  motor  vehicle 


Males  Females 


1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 


2 

1 


1 

1 


1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 


Total 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

k 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


13 


16 


31 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  - KINGTON  U.D. 


Disease 


Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
* Infective  Jaundice 
Dysentery 
Food  Poisoning 
Tuberculosis : 
Pulmonary 
Non-Pulmonary 


1971 

f~  - 

i 

1970  j 

i 

1969 

1963 

1967 

47 

i 

3 

1 

1 

1 

22 

17 

_ 

t 

j 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- ! 

45 

2 

- 

- 

| 

! 

- 

- 

4 

" 

2 

2 

1 

1 ! 

" 

“ 

i 

j 

- 

1 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  - NORTH  HEREFORDSHIRE 


Whooping  Cough 

5 

4 

18 

47 

Measles 

291 

146 

35 

526 

314 

Scarlet  Fever 

Acute  Encephalitis: 

6 

10 

4 

11 

11 

Post-Infectious 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Infective  Jaundice 

10 

106 

8 

- 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

2 

- 

- 

1 

Dysentery 

2 

2 

1 

17 

285 

Food  Poisoning 

Tuberculosis: 

11 

16 

9 

6 

10 

Pulmonary 

7 

3 

4 

1 

3 

Non-Pulmonary 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

*Notifiable  from  15*6.68 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  NORTH  HEREFORDSHIRE  DURING  THE  YEAR  1971 


(10) 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Comparative  case  rates  per  1,000  population 


Disease 

North  Here- 
fordshire 

England 
& Wales 

Whooping  Cough 

0.l4 

0.35 

Measles 

7.90 

2.77 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.16 

0.2  6 

Infective  Jaundice 

0.11 

0.29 

Dysentery 

0.05 

0.22 

Food  Poisoning 

Tuberculosis : 

0.30 

0.l4 

Pulmonary 

0.19 

0.19 

Non-Pulmonary 

0.05 

0.05 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Year 

i 

New 

Notifications  j 

Total  cases 
on  Register 

i 

1 

| Deaths 

1 

i 

S 

Recoveries 

1967 

i 

1 1 

13 

1 

j 

2 

1968 

! 

i 

12 

l 

1969 

_ 

; 

12 

i 

1 

1970 

1 

1 ; 

i 

13 

1 

~ 

1971 

2 1 

15 

1 

Pulmonary  : Non-Pulmonary 

j * 

| Males  j Females  I Males  . Females 


Number  of  cases  on  the 

Register  at  31.12.70, 

6 

6 

1 j 

i 1 1 

New  cases  notified  j 

j 

2 

- 

- 

i 1 

- 

Number  of  cases  on  the 

Register  at  31.12.71* 

8 



6 

! f 

1 1 ! 

- 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948, 

Section  47 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT) 

ACT, 

1951 

No  action  needed  to  be  taken  under  this  section  during  the 


year 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BUILDING  SURVEYOR  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


At  this  time  in  the  development  of  the  local  government  system  in 
England  and  Wales  with  imminent  "reorganisation”  looming  large  in  the 
minds  of  elected  members  and  officers  alike,  it  may  be  refreshing  to 
consider  that  this  is  not  the  first  occasion  when  such  events  have 
taken  place.  During  a study  of  some  of  the  old  minute  books  of  the 
Kington  Council:  known  at  that  time  (1829)  as  The  Commissioners  for  the 
Improvement  of  the  Town  and  Borough  of  Kington  and  later,  as  The  Sanitary 
Commissioners  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875 j it  became  apparent  that 
change  and  progress  have  been  occasioned  many  times  in  the  past.  This 
does  not  apply  only  to  Kington  - but  it  is  Kington  in  which  we  are  all 
interested.  I thought  that  perhaps  a brief  resume  of  some  items  connected 
with  my  own  office  and  present  duties  could  be  related  to  the  development 
of  the  local  system  of  government  during  the  past  150  years.  Unfortunately 
our  records  are  not  as  complete  as  we  would  wish,  but  what  is  available, 
in  minute  books  which  cover  most  of  the  past  century,  does  give  a 
fascinating  insight  into  how  sanitary  matters  have  been  dealt  with  here. 

The  first  real  attempt  to  exercise  some  form  of  control  over  the 
town's  environment  was  the  enactment  of  the  Kington  Improvement  Act,  1829 
(10.  Geo.  IV  Sess.  1829).  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Act: 

Extract  from  an  Act  for  lig hting,  watching,  paving,  cleansing  and  improving 
the  Streets,  Highways  and  Places  within  the  Tpy^  and  Borough  of  Kington , 
in  the  County  of  Hereford  - The  Kington  Improvement  -vet  1829 

Whereas  the  Town  and  Borough  of  Kington,  in  the  County  of  Hereford,  is  an 
ancient  and  populous  Place,  and  the  Trade  and  Population  thereof  have  of 
late  greatly  increased  and  are  still  increasing: 


And  whereas  the  Streets,  Lanes,  Roads  and  Highways,  Passages  and  other 
public  Places  within  the  said  Town  and  Borough,  are  not  sufficiently 
lighted,  paved,  repaired,  cleansed  and  regulated,  but  are  subject  to 
various  Nuisances,  Annoyances,  Encroachments  and  Obstructions,  nor  are  the 
same  watched:  and  it  would  materially  tend  to  the  safety,  comfort, 
convenience  and  advantage,  not  only  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Town 
and  Borough,  but  also  of  all  Persons  resorting  to  and  travelling  through 
the  same,  if  the  said  Streets,  Lanes,  Passages  and  other  public  Places 
were  properly  and  effectually  paved,  repaired,  widened,  cleansed,  lighted, 
watched,  regulated  and  otherwise  improved,  and  the  Nuisances,  Annoyances, 
Encroachments  and  Obstructions  removed  and  abated,  and  prevented  in  future: 

The  following  were  appointed  Commissioners  for  carrying  the  Act  into 
execution: 


The  Commissioners  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Town  and  Borough  of  Kington 


Thomas  Austen 

Richard  Banks 

Edward  Beavan 

William  Griffiths  Beavan 

Edmund  Watkins  Cheese 

James  Cheese 

Joshua  Croose 

James  Davies 

Morgan  Davies 

William  Deykes 

William  Lamb 

John  Lamb 

Thomas  Lewis 

John  Meredith  (esquire) 

John  Meredith  (ironmonger) 


Henry  Meredith 

John  Mitchell 

John  Morris 

John  Mount  fort  (Clerk) 

David  Oliver 

Thomas  Oliver 

Thomas  Stephens  Rogers 

Morris  Sayce 

Thomas  Taylor 

William  Turner 

John  Wall  .Clerk) 

Edward  Walker 

Arthur  Whalley  (Clerk) 

Benjamin  Wishlade 

Thomas  Woolfe. 


The  said  Commissioners  shall  hold  their  first  meeting  for  the  execution  of 
this  Act  at  the  King's  Head  Inn  


In  fact , most  of  the  meetings  were  held  at  the  Oxford  Arms  and  more 
occasionally  at  the  "Public  Office",  to  the  address  of  which  no  reference 
was  ever  made. 
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One  of  the  Commissioners’  first  duties  was  to  appoint  Surveyors  of  the 
Streets: 

"it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Commissioners,  by  warrant  under  the 

hands  and  seals  of  any  five  or  more  of  them,  yearly  and  every  year  to 

appoint  one  or  more  substantial  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  

to  be  surveyor  or  surveyors  of  the  streets,  lanes  within  the  limits  of 

the  said  town.'1 

No  records  exist  for  the  period  from  the  making  of  the  above  Act  until 
1849  when  the  earliest  minute  book  in  the  present  Council's  possession 
refers  to: 

Minutes  of  a meeting  held  at  the  Oxford  Arms  Hotel  on  Monday  the  24th  day  of 
September,  18V9T 

An  extract  from  these  minutes  relates  to  sewerage: 

"Ordered:-  That  a Contract  be  made  with  Mr.  Wishlade  for  his  making  a Nine  Inch 
Gun  Barrell  Drain  with  Mr,  Passey's  bevelled  Brick  and  Aymestrey 

Lime  and  good  Sand  from  Swain e ' s Mill  at  the  price  of  four 

shillings  per  yard  and  an  Allowance  of  £2  extra  towards  the 
Aymestry  lime.  To  be  executed  in  an  effectual  and  workmanlike 
manner  and  completed  under  the  Superint enhance  of  and  subject  to 
the  approbation  of  the  following  Committee  before  the  first  of 
November  next: 

Committee  - Rev.  J.  N.  Walsh 
Mr.  Thomas  Turner 
Mr.  Edward  Vaughan 
Mr.  James  Prichard" 

It  is  thus  apparent  that  at  that  time  there  was  no  officer  of  the  Council 
responsible  for  supervisory  functions  relative  to  these  types  of  works  and 
although  a 'surveyor'  was  appointed  annually  he  was  usually  one  of  the 
Commissioners  acting  in  an  unpaid  capacity. 

During  1852  the  system  appears  to  have  altered  and  the  following  extracts 
from  the  Minutes  are  self-explanatory: 

"23/2/1852  - Mr.  Henry  Meredith  do  undertake  the  super intendance  of  the 

Contractor  for  the  repairs  of  the  streets  and  of  the  drains, 
sewers  and  the  cleansing,  repairing  and  lighting  the  town  until 
the  first  of  July  next  at  which  time  it  is  proposed  that  another 
should  undertake  the  same  duty  for  the  next  half  year  and  so 
on  for  every  succeeding  half  year. 

- Mr.  John  Tong  be  appointed  Contractor  for  the  repairs  of  the 
streets. 


I5/II/I852  - That  Mir.  Vaughan  do  confer  and  agree  with  Mr.  John  Tong  for 

undertaking  the  office  of  Surveyor  and  making  an  estimate  of 
the  expence  now  required  for  putting  the  streets  and  public 
ways  into  repair. 


10/1/1853  - Mr.  Vaughan  reported  that  he  had  entered  into  an  arrangement  with 

Mr.  John  Tong  for  his  undertaking  the  office  of  Surveyor 
pursuant  to  a resolution  at  a meeting  of  the  Commissioners  held 
on  the  15th  day  of  November  last  at  a Salary  of  eight  pounds 
for  the  first  year  ending  in  the  l8th  day  of  November  1853  and 
for  every  subsequent  year  at  a salary  of  five  pounds •'* 
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Whether  Mr.  John  Tong  was  the  first  "Surveyor"  of  Kington  cannot  be  shown 
as  fact  but  it  seems  most  likely  that  he  was. 

At  that  time  no  officer  was  appointed  to  deal  with  sanitary  matters  and 
control  of  the  public  health;  however  the  Victorians  were  well  informed  on 
the  hygienic  condition  of  premises  necessary  to  maintain  the  public  health 
and,  indeed,  it  was  at  that  period  that  what  may  be  termed  as  the  "sanitary 
revolution"  took  place. 

The  office  of  'sanitary  inspector'  was  first  established  as  a permanent 
part  of  national  public  health  administration  in  England  and  Wales  by  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1848.  This  Act  may  be  regarded  as  the  genesis  of  modern 
public  health  legislation.  Local  Boards  of  Health,  subordinate  to  a General 
Board  of  Health  in  London,  were  set  up,  thereby  constituting  a system  of 
central  government  control  of  local  affairs  such  as  presently  exists  - the 
ancester,  in  direct  line,  of  the  Local  Government  Board  (1871),  the  Ministry 
of  Health  (1919)  and  the  present  Department  of  the  Environment  (1970) • The 
1848  Act  required  the  appointment  by  all  local  Boards  of  Health  of  fit  and 
proper  persons  to  be  "Inspectors  of  Nuisances"  (later  termed:  sanitary 
inspectors  and  today  known  as  Public  Health  Inspectors).  Local  Boards  were 
empowered  to  pay  those  officers  such  reasonable  salaries  as  they  might  think 
proper  and  in  Kington  it  appears  to  have  been  the  practice  that  the  office  of 
Surveyor  became  a joint  appointment  with  that  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

This  was  the  minor  role  however,  and  it  is  unlikely  that  more  than  a couple 
of  hours  weekly  were  spent  engaged  in  such  duties.  Probably  because  so  much 
of  what  is  now  carried  out  under  the  auspices  of  the  public  health  inspectorate 
were  then  normal  duties  of  the  Surveyors.  The  term  "Sanitary  Inspector" 
is  first  mentioned  in  the  legislature  in  the  Nuisances  Removal  and  Disease 
Prevention  Act,  1835  when  local  authorities  became  compelled  to  "appoint  and 
employ,  or  join  with  other  authorities  in  appointing  and  employing  a Sanitary 
Inspector  or  Inspectors,  and  may  appoint  a convenient  place  for  his  or  their 
office,  and  may  allow  to  every  such  person  on  account  of  his  employment  a 
proper  salary". 

The  Act  said  very  little  about  the  powers  and  duties  of  sanitary 
inspectors,  but  it  did  mention  two  duties  specifically:  the  first  was  giving 
notice  to  the  local  authority  of  the  existence  of  nuisances;  and  the  second 
was  the  duty  of  inspecting  articles  intended  or  exposed  for  sale  for  the  food 
of  man. 

The  forefathers  of  Kington  continued  their  task  as  Commissioners,  of 
lighting,  cleansing  and  improving  the  streets  etc.  of  the  district. 

In  September  l853s 

29/9/1853  **  Ordered  - That  Mr.  Lyon  Brown  be  employed  to  make  a close 

inspection  and  survey  of  all  filth,  dung,  ashes  and  rubbish; 
keeping  in  order  of  all  water  closets,  privies  and  drains; 
filling  up  or  covering  places  used  for  collection  of  liquid 
filth,  all  pig  styes,  all  filthy  or  unwholesome  houses  and 
common  lodging  houses  within  the  Town  and  parish  of  Kington  and 
that  he  report  thereon  forthwith. 

A task  for  which  he  was  paid  the  large  sum  of  £7  14s.  6d. 

31/10/1853  ~ Ordered  --  That  the  offer  of  William  Lewis  to  scrape  the  streets 
and  passages  and  remove  and  take  the  soil  for  his  own  use,  viz. 
from  the  Church  Gate  to  the  limit  of  the  street  repairable  by 
the  County  in  Bridge  Street  and  from  the  end  of  the  Bridge  to 
Mr.  Turner’s  Gateway  and  from  the  Lower  Cross  to  the  end  of  the 
street  opposite  Mr.  Marshall's  also  the  road  leading  from  the 
Upper  Cross  through  the  Crabtree  to  Swain's  Mill  and  also  the 
several  roads  leading  out  of  Church  Street  by  the  Upper  Swan 
and  Holiday  Hall  to  the  brook  near  the  Crooked  Well  and  the 
back  walks  round  the  Town  at  the  sum  of  £6  be  accepted. 


Mr.  John  Tong  continued  to  act  as  Surveyor  until  November  1855  when 
James  Parker  w as  appointed  in  his  place  at  a yearly  salary  of  £3.  Sewer 
flushing  was  carried  out  at  regular  periods  (as  witnessed  by  accounts  in  the 
sum  of  £1  paid  to  John  Swaine  of  Swaine's  Mill  - at  that  time,  at  the  head  of 
the  sewer).  In  addition  to  his  other  duties  James  Parker  was  also  appointed 
Night  Constable  which  appointment  must  have  left  him  a very  tired  Surveyor 
during  the  daylight  hours I There  were  19  gas  street  lights  in  the  town  at 
this  time;  their  maintenance  and  gas  supply  being  looked  after  by  a Miss  Turner. 

That  the  Commissioners  were  familiar  with  the  Nuisances  Removal  and 
Disease  Prevention  Act,  1335  is  made  clear  in  a minute  of  August  1857  when  the 
Commissioners  refer  to  this  Act;  Having  appointed  Mr.  Richard  Parry  as 
successor  to  James  Parker. 

23/8/1857  - Ordered  - That  the  Surveyor  do  take  the  necessary  steps  by  summons 
before  the  magistrates  to  abate  divers  nuisances  existing  in 
privies  under  the  powers  of  the  Act  l8th  and  19th  Victoria  121 
(Nuisances  Removal  Act  1855) • 

The  work  of  the  Surveyor  was  varied  as  it  is  today  : 

9/11/1857  - Ordered  - That  the  Surveyor  do  repair  the  Gutter  opposite  the 
Lion  Inn  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  ten  shillings. 

- That  the  streets  from  the  Kings  Head  to  Mr.  Garrards  and 
from  the  Lower  Cross  to  the  100  yards  from  the  end  of  the  Bridge 
be  thoroughly  repaired  with  Hergest  Ridge  Stone. 

- That  the  Surveyor  do  get  the  sideings  properly  sloped  and 
removed  following  a notice  to  be  served  on  the  occupier  of  lands 
adjoining  the  road  from  the  100  yards  from  the  Bridge  to  Headbrook 
and  the  road  from  the  yewtree  to  the  confines  of  the  Town  and 
Borough  near  the  new  Tollhouse  to  cleanse  the  ditches  on  both 
sides;  and  that  both  roads  be  repaired  with  a sufficient  quantity 
of  best  Stanner  Stone. 

21/9/1858  - That  the  Surveyor  do  erect  a water  gate  at  Swain's  Mill  for  flushing 
the  sewer  at  a cost  not  exceeding  £2. 

25/IO/1858  - That  stink  traps  be  provided  and  let  into  the  sewer  near  the  house 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Cooper  hairdresser  and  the  Oxford  Arms  Hotel. 

19/12/1859  - That  the  Surveyor  be  authorised  to  erect  a wall  and  curb  stone 

by  the  river  side  opposite  the  Island  reserving  sufficient  space 
for  a watering  place  and  a road  to  the  Island  at  a cost  not 
exceeding  £2.l6s. 

The  Minute  Books  for  the  period  December  1859  to  August  1879  are  missing. 

During  the  interim  period  not  covered  by  minute  books,  there  had  been  much 
reorganisation  of  local  government  in  England.  The  division  of  the  country  for 
the  purposes  of  local  government  at  that  time  (l860's)  was  very  complicated, 
and  by  no  means  conducive  to  efficient  public  health  administration.  Except 
within  areas  having  privileged  statutory  constitution  (such  as  Kington)  the 
local  administration  of  the  law  against  nuisances  was  not  vested  in  a single 
authority  for  each  place,  but  was  distributed  with  questionable  line  of 
demarcation  between  two  authorities  - the  Vestry  of  the  Parish  as  sewer  authority, 
and  Union  Board  of  Guardians  as  the  nuisance  authority. 

A Royal  Commission  had  to  be  set  up  to  resolve  this  and  early  in  1871 
issued  a long  and  interesting  report  which  was  destined  to  have  a long  and 
far-reaching  effect  upon  local  government  organisation  throughout  the  country. 

One  of  its  principal  recommendations  was  "that  there  should  be  one  local 
authority  for  all  public  health  purposes  in  every  place,  so  that  no  area  should 
be  without  such  an  authority,  or  have  more  than  one”.  The  Commission  also 
recommended  that  each  local  authority  should  have  "at  least  one  inspector  of 
nuisances" • 

The  great  scheme  of  reform  which  the  Commission  recommended  was  at  once 
accepted  as  a basis  for  legislative  proposals.  Thus  in  1871  the  Act  was 
passed  which  constituted  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  in  the  following  year 
the  Act  was  passed  by  which  England,  exclusive  of  the  metropolis,  was  divided 
into  urban  and  rural  sanitary  districts.  Kington  now  had  a Council  in  control 
of  the  Kington  Ux-ban  Sanitary  District. 


The  Royal  Sanitary  Commission's  (1869-71)  Report  made  it  clear  that  the 
chief  object  of  Parliament  ought  to  be  the  passage  of  an  Act  which  would 
consolidate  the  i^hole  of  the  public  health  law  of  the  country  - exclusive  of 
the  metropolis.  This  object  was  achieved  when  royal  assent  was  given  to  the 
monumental  work  known  as  the  Public  Health  Act  1875  - an  Act  often  described 
as  the  Great  Charter  of  Public  Health  and  which  repealed  practically  the 
whole  of  22  earlier  Acts l 

The  1875  Act  did  not  materially  alter  the  general  scheme  of  local 
organisation  or  division  of  the  country  for  purposes  of  administration. 
Important  alterations  of  this  kind  were  made  by  three  subsequent  Acts:  the 
Local  GovernmentActs  of  1888  and  1894,  and  the  London  Government  Act,  1899* 

The  first  of  these  established  county  councils  and  county  oorough  councils. 

The  second  abolished  !,urban  and  rural  sanitary  authorities”  and  set  up  uroan 
and  rural  district  councils  - Kington  thus  became  an  Urban  District  in  1895 
as  a result  of  this. 

Returning  to  the  Minutes  in  our  possession,  the  first  reference  to  the 
new  Urban  Sanitary  District  is  in  the  minute  book  commencing  with  the  meeting 
held  at  the  Kings  Head  Inn  on  September  22nd  1879  (earlier  books  are  missing). 

17/11/1879  - The  Inspector  (of  Nuisances)  was  directed  to  inspect  and  report 
whether  the  Slaughter-houses  are  in  a fit  and  proper  state  with 
a view  to  the  renewal  of  licenses  at  the  next  meeting. 

Although  the  minutes  always  refer  to  the  Inspector  and  the  Surveyor 
(without  reference  to  any  surnames)  it  is  assumed  that  this  was  merely 
procedural  and  that,  in  fact,  no  two  separate  persons  were  appointed.  Indeed, 
the  accounts  show  no  separate  payments  for  salary  to  an  Inspector  - the 
Surveyor's  name  being  known  at  all  times  from  the  accounts. 

As  a result  of  my  examination  of  the  old  Minute  Books,  I felt  that  it 
might  be  of  interest  to  produce  a record  of  those  officers  who  have  served 
Kington  since  the  middle  of  the  last  century  in  the  role  of  "protector  of  the 
environment  and  environs”. 


List  of  Surveyors  etc,  to  the  various  Kington  authorities 
John  Tong  - 17/11/1852  - 31/10/1855  “ Surveyor 


James  Parker 

- 19/11/1855  - 30/6/1857 

Richard  Parry 

- 1/7/1857  - ? 

RECORDS  MISSING 

Henry  Wishlade 

- ? - 9/2/1835 

Claudius  Smith 

- 1/5/1885  - ? 

W.  Price 

- ? - 1/1/1925 

A.  R.  Price 

- 21/1/1925  - 20/9/1925 

P.  T.  Johnson 

- 21/9/1925  - 12/9/1926 

R.  P.  Morris 

- 31/3/1926  - 31/8/1926 

T.  F.  Simmonds 

- 13/9/1926  - 30/4/1928 

R.  P.  Morris 

- 1/5/1928  - 31/3/1952 

S.  D.  Crowle 

- 3/3A952  - 30/11/1955 

E.  P.  G.  Bennett 

- 1/12/1955  " 30/9/1956 

L.  Allen 

- 1/11/1956  - 30/11/1967 

N.  J.  Arney 

- 1/1/1968  - 28/2/1971 

H.  Shepherd 

- 1/3/1971  - 31/7/1971 

C.  Ricketts 

- 16/8/1971  - 31/8/1972 

- Surveyor  8c  Night  Constable 

- Surveyor 

- Inspector  of  Nuisances 

_ ! ! II 

- Surveyor,  Sanitary  Inspector  and 

Captain  of  the  Fire  Brigade. 

- Acting  Deputy  Surveyor  8c 

Sanitary  Inspector  (later  Surveyor) 

- Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor 

- Temporary  Sanitary  Inspector  to 

Kington  U.D.C.  (joint  appointment 
with  R.D.C. ) 

- Sanitary  Inspector,  Surveyor  and 

Captain  of  the  Fire  Brigade 

- Sanitary  Inspector 

_ It  II 

_ 11  ?i 

- Public  Health  Inspector  to 

Kington  U.D.C.  8c  New  Radnor 

R.D.C. 

- Building  Surveyor  8c  P.H.I. 

_ M II  II 

„ m 11  11 
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1.  WATER  SUPPLY 


Sources;  the  town  is  normally  supplied  from  the  Crooked  Well  pumping  station 
where  exceptionally  good  quality  water  issues  from  a spring  and 
is  also  pumped  from  a bore-hole  adjacent  to  the  Back  Brook.  At 
certain  times  this  supply  has  to  be  augmented  with  water  from  a 
make-up  source  at  Hergest. 

Quantity:  the  Crooked  Well  supply  is  sufficient  in  quantity  to  meet  the  town's 
demands  for  much  of  the  year,  however,  this  supply  had  to  be 
continually  augmented  from  June  until  September.  No  complaints 
were  received  of  inadequate  supplies  during  1971 • 

Quality:  the  Crooked  Well  water  is  very  pure  and  requires  no  treatment  other 
than  chlorination.  Unfortunately,  the  sane  cannot  be  said  of  the 
Hergest  water  which  has  caused  many  c mplaints  during  the  period  when 
it  was  being  used  to  augment  supplies.  Complaints  were  received  at 
one  time  or  another  from  the  majority  of  residents  on  the  eastern 
side  of  the  town.  The  water  at  Hergest  is  taken  from  the  River 
Arrow  and  treated  by  an  inefficient  and  obsolete  waterworks.  The 
bacteriological  quality  of  this  water  has  been  satisfactory.  The 
cause  of  the  complaints  is  the  water's  chemical  quality  which  has 
been  particularly  poor  during  1971*  The  Herefordshire  Water  Board 
have  agreed  that  the  Hergest  Treatment  Works  require  improvement 
and  have  stated  that  the  addition  of  a sedimentation  process  with 
associated  chemical  treatment  will  be  provided  for  i*i  their  1972/73 
Capital  Estimates.  It  is  anticipated  that  when  these  works  are 
completed  there  will  be  no  further  contamination. 


Samples: 

(a)  bacteriological  - during  the  year  l8  drinking  water  samples  were 

taken  - all  were  satisfactory. 

(b)  chemical  - because  of  the  complaints  of  discolouration  and 

'muddy'  water  it  was  necessary  to  take  three  samples  of 
discoloured  drinking  water  at  various  times  from  premises  on 
the  eastern  side  of  town.  Each  was  subjected  to  a full  chemical 
analysis  and  some  of  the  Public  Analyst's  observations  are 
appended: 

i)  "appearance  slightly  turbid  with  some  suspended  matter.  The 
results  show  the  sample  to  be  of  only  fair  chemical  quality. 
The  presence  of  significant  amounts  of  iron  is  undesirable 
(total  ilron  - 2.7  ppm;  soluble  iron  - 0.22  ppm.)" 

ii)  "this  sample  shows  slight  opalescence  which  increases  with 
keeping  due  to  the  presence  of  an  appreciable  and  therefore 
objectionable  trace  of  iron  (O.38  ppm).  The  water  shows 
noticeable  but  not  marked  colour  and  is  otherwise  of 
satisfactory  organic  quality". 

iii)  "Iron  content  - 38.3  ppm  - the  results  show  that  this  sample 
contains  a large  amount  of  suspended  matter,  principally 
due  to  the  presence  of  iron  salts  - substantially  as  rust". 

Iron  does  not  necessarily  affect  wholesomeness  but  the  amounts 
present  in  these  samples  is  sufficient  to  be  objectionable  from 
other  aspects  of  domestic  use. 

Statistics: 


Number  of  houses  supplied  direct  from  mains  68^ 
Number  of  houses  supplied  via  standpipes  2 
Number  of  population  supplied  by  public  water  mains  1903 
Number  of  population  supplied  by  wells,  cisterns,  etc.  15 
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Fluoridation:  None  of  the  water  consumed  in  the  town  contains  either  natural 
or  artificially  added  fluoride. 

2.  SWIMMING  POOLS 


There  are  two  school  pools  in  the  town:  one  indoor  and  used  only  by 
children  at  the  County  Primary  School;  the  outdoor  pool  at  Lady  Hawkins’ 
Secondary  School  is  available  for  use  by  the  public  and  is  continually  in  use 
during  the  summer  months.  Both  are  chlorinated. 

Regular  water  samples  were  taken  during  the  period  of  use  of  these  pools 
and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

3.  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Sewage  Treatment  Works:  The  Kington  works  are  modern  and  designed  ao  serve  a 
population  which  by  present  trends  seems  likely  to  be  achieved  within  the 
next  decade.  The  majority  of  the  town  is  sewered  and  there  is  only  one  trade 
effluent  discharge  - from  the  local  laundry. 

Sewage  flows  by  gravity  from  all  parts  of  the  town,  at  present,  and  is 
treated  by  primary  sedimentation,  percolating  filtration  beds  and  secondary 
sedimentation  to  achieve  satisfactory  final  effluents  which  are  discharged  to 
the  River  Arrow.  The  works  operated  satisfactorily  during  1971  except  when 
there  were  "power  cuts"  and  at  these  times  no  sewage  could  be  treated  because 
all  pumps  are  operated  by  mains  electricity  only.  There  is  no  real  need  for 
standby  generating  plant  except  on  such  rare  occasions.  Samples  of  final 
effluents  were  taken  by  officers  of  the  Wye  River  Authority  on  3 seperate 
occasions  throughout  the  year.  One  of  these  samples  v'as  unsatisfactory  due 
to  the  presence  of  excessive  suspended  solids  due  to  the  sample  being  taken 
just  after  a secondary  sedimentation  tank  (humus  tank)  had  been  cleaned  out. 

Future  sewerage  schemes:  There  are  three  small  centres  of  population  in  the 
town  which  by  virtue  of  their  positions  are  not  sewered  (remoteness,  in  a 
low-lying  area  and  over  the  crest  of  a hill)  which  would  benefit  by  sewerage 
schemes.  The  Crooked  Well  housing  is  unsewered  but  this  can  be  rectified 
by  the  provision  of  a pumping  station  and  pumping  main  (13  properties). 

The  Floodgates  and  Mont fort  Road  area  is  situated  to  the  north-west  over 
the  crest  of  the  hill  on  which  the  Parish  church  stands.  These  properties 
are  partly  in  the  Urban  District  and  partly  in  the  Kington  Rural  District. 

A comprehensive  scheme  would  involve  the  provision  of  a small,  new  sewage 
treatment  works  in  the  Floodgates  area  which  could  receive  sewage  by  gravity 
from  all  the  properties.  An  alternative,  less  desirable  project  would  involve 
the  provision  of  a pumping  station  and  a long  pumping  main. 

The  outlying  areas  contain  several  scattered  dwellings  and  farms  which 
require  only  efficient  septic  tanks  and  land  drainage  to  ensure  satisfactory 
sewage  disposal.  At  present  the  majority  of  these  properties  are  improved 
or  are  likely  to  be  improved  in  the  near  future  with  the  help  of  house 
improvement  grants  when  septic  tanks  to  modern  design  and  standards  are  provided. 

Statistics: 


Number  of  houses  connected  to  public  sewers  612 

Number  of  houses  with  satisfactory  private  sewage  treatment 

by  septic  tanks  60 

Number  of  houses  with  unsatisfactory  private  cesspools, 

earth  closets  and  pail  closets.  20 

4.  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Refuse  Tip:  a new  tip  at  Kingswood  Coppice  in  the  Kington  Rural  District 
was  commissioned  at  the  beginning  of  1971*  This  is  proving  a 
satisfactory  disposal  area  for  there  are  only  a few  local 
residents  and  the  only  complaints  received  were  due  to  the  refuse 
being  burnt.  This  practice  has  been  stopped  and  all  refuse  is 
now  disposed  of  by  the  approved  method  of  controlled  tipping. 

The  life  of  the  tip  is  estimated  to  be  several  years. 
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Refuse  an  obsolete  side-loader  refuse  freighter  has  served  the  town 

Vehicle:  for  the  past  11  years  and  it  was  decided  during  1971  to  replace 

it  with  a modern,  rear  loading  compression  vehicle  of  the  'packer' 
type.  An  order  v/as  placed  with  Messrs.  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  for 
a 25  cubic  yard,  capacity  Pakamatic  refuse  freighter. 

Refuse  a weekly  collection  is  made  from  all  domestic  premises  in  the  town 

collection:  and  the  traders  receive  even  more  frequent  collections.  The 

system  adopted  is  the  kerb-side  collection  and  the  staff  employed 
during  1971  consisted  of  a driver/loader  and  a loader.  The  only 
improvement  which  appears  necessary  at  the  present  time  would  be 
in  the  containers  used  for  refuse.  There  is  no  standardised 
dustbin  adopted  by  the  Council  although  they  have  powers  to  insist 
upon  each  property  owner  providing  a bin  of  an  approved  type.  This 
if  carried  out  would  greatly  assist  the  refuse  collectors  in  their 
work  since  at  present  they  are  hampered  by  many  households  and 
trade  premises  putting  out  varied  assortments  of  bags,  tins,  boxes 
and  many  sizes  of  dustbins,,  some  without  handles. 

5.  PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

'Ladies ' : these  were  improved  during  1970/71  and  are  now  very  satisfactory. 

'Gents' : the  existing  conveniences  are  obsolete  and  have  fallen  into 

disrepair.  An  old  cottage  in  the  Council's  ownership  on  the  Mill 
Street  Car  Park  is  to  be  renovated  and  converted  to  form  new 
conveniences  including  the  provision  of  a specially  equipped  w.c. 
compartment  for  disabled  persons. 

Recreation  a ladies  and  gents  conveniences  are  provided  which  have  received 

Ground:  some  abuse  by  vandals  during  the  year. 


6.  CONTROL  OF  PESTS 

Few  complaints  were  received  of  rat,  mice  or  other  infestations  of  pests, 
Those  that  were  received  were  dealt  with  by  the  Council's  Surveyor. 

Annual  Report  on  Rats  and  Mice  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 

Fisheries  and  Food  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


Type  of  property 


Properties  other  than  sewers 

Non-agricult ural 

Agricultural 

: 1 ) Number  of  properties  in 
; the  district 

950 

6 

12)  a)  Total  no.  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification 

4l 

b)  No.  infested  by  i)  rats 

39 

- 

1 ii)  mice 

2 

- 

|3)  a)  Total  no.  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 

1 for  reasons  other  than 

notification. 

12 

i 

i 

j 

i 

1 

b)  No.  infested  by  i)  rats 

2 

- 

ii)  mice 

- 

- 

I Sewers 

i 

: 4)  Were  any  sewers  infested  by  rats  during  the  year? 

NO 

7.  HOUSING 
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Council  Housing: 

Work  commenced  on  Phase  'B'  of  the  Greenfield  Housing  Estate  and  the 
twelve  3-bedroomed  houses  built  to  Parker-Morris  Standards  were  nearing 
completion  by  the  end  of  1971» 

When  these  are  completed,  there  will  be  174  Council  houses: 


a)  4 bedroomed  houses  3 

b)  3 bedroomed  houses  115 

c)  2 bedroomed  houses  6 

d)  2 bedroomed  bungalows  10 

e)  1 bedroomed  bungalows  10 

f)  2 bedroomed  flats  6 

g)  1 bedroomed  flats  12 

h)  2 bedroomed  maisonettes  12 

174 


As  can  be  seen  from  this  breakdown,  there  is  a need  for  more  1 and 
2 bedroomed  small  properties  suitable  for  single  elderly  and  newly  married 
persons. 

Private  Housing: 

There  is  an  acute  shortage  of  land  for  private  building.  To  alleviate  the 
problem,  the  Council  sold  off  several  small  plots  at  the  Greenfield  site  for 
private  development  and  it  appears  that  seven  bungalows  will  be  built  on  the 
nine  plots  which  were  sold. 

Apart  from  this  site,  little  new  private  development  took  place,  only 
one  new  bungalow  being  completed  and  work  commencing  on  4 others  during  1971* 

Qualification  Certificates: 

Two  applications  were  received  under  the  provisions  of  Part  III  of 
the  Housing  Act  1969  for  qualification  certificates.  These  are  issued  by  the 
Local  Authority  when  they  are  satisfied  that  a tenanted  dwelling  is  in  good 
repair  and  provided  with  all  standard  amenities.  Once  issued,  the  landlord 
can  apply  to  the  Pient  Officer  to  have  a controlled  tenancy  converted  to 
a regulated  tenancy  and  thus  increase  the  rent  if  he  wishes.  In  both  cases, 
the  properties  were  found  on  inspection  to  be  in  disrepair  and  the  applications 
were  refused. 


Slum  Clearance: 


There  are  many  older  properties  in  Kington  which  have  fallen  into  disrepair 
over  the  years.  The  majority  of  these  are  tenanted  and  it  has  been  the 
Council's  policy  to  take  action  against  these  when  they  are  vacated.  During 
the  year  action  was  initiated  to  ensure  that  six  houses  were  not  reoccupied 
after  they  had  been  vacated  unless  they  were  made  fit  in  all  respects  for  human 
occupation.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  one  undertaking  not  be  relet  had  been 
accepted  by  the  Council  and  action  was  still  pending  on  the  other  five 
properties. 


8.  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


Very  few  applications  were  made  during  1971  for  either  Standard  or 
Improvement  Grants  - 


Applications  Number  approved 


Number  completed 


Standard  grants 
Improvement  Grants 


1 

2 


1 

2 


1 

1 


3 


3 


2 


Several  more  enquiries  were  received  and  it  is  hoped  that  these  will 
become  formal  applications  during  1972. 


9.  CAMV.AN  SITES 
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There  was  only  one  licensed  caravan  site  (one  caravan)  in  Kington  during 
1971-  The  site  was  kept  clean,  tidy  and  the  caravan  was  maintained  in  a good 
state  of  repair  by  the  owner/occupier.  The  site  is  supplied  with  water  from 
a standpipe  but  has  no  waterborne  sewage  disposal  system. 

10,  BUSINESS  PREMISES 


There  wore  129  business  premises  operating  in  Kington  during  1971*  The 
majority  of  uhese  are  covered  by  legislation  enacted  to  ensure  the  safety, 
health  and  welfare  of  the  employees  and  were  inspected  with  these  requirements 
in  mind. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963? 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  an  annual  report  has  to  be  returned  to 
H.M.  Factory  Inspectorate  asbing  on  behalf  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Employment : 

Annual  report  under  Section  60  of  the  Act : 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  covered  by  the  Act 
at  end  of  the  year 

No.  of  No 

; inspections 

. of  persons 
employed 

Offices 

12 

15 

53 

Retail  Shops 

36 

60 

84 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public  & 
canteens 

4 

6 

16 

TOTALS 

52 

81 

153 

•Males  = 60 
Females  = 93 


Conditions  were  found  to  be  existing  in  several  of  these  premises  which 
were  unsatisfactory.  These  mainly  consisted  of  lack  of  cleanliness  and 
unsatisfactory  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing  facilities.  Two  shops  had 
dangerous  staircases  lacking  proper  handrails  and  one  office  was  badly  lighted 
and  had  dangerous  electrical  wiring.  T}ie  attention  of  the  owners/occupants  has 
been  brought  to  these  matters  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  works  have  been 
undertaken  to  remedy  the  defects. 


An  analysis  of  the  contraventions  is  given  below  : 


! 4 - 
! 6 - 
' 7 - 
: 8 - 

I 9 - 
:10  - 
111  - 
|12  - 
0.4  - 
|15  - 
D-6  - 
124  - 


-Section  of 


the  Act 


Number  of  Contraventions  found  I 


Cleanliness 

Temperature 

Ventilation 

Lighting 

Sanitary  conveniences 
Washing  facilities 
Supply  of  drinking  water 
Clothing  accommodation 
Seats  for  sedentary  workers 
Eating  facilities 
Floors,  passage  and  stairs 
First  aid  materials 
Other  matters 


5 
2 
2 

6 

9 

11 

4 

3 

1 

2 

6 

6 

10 


TOTAL 


67 


Factories  Act,  1961: 
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(1)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  : 


Premises 


Number 

on 


Number  of 

Inspections : Written  Occupiers 


Register 

! Notices 

Prosecuted  j 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2,3 & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  L.A. 

19 

23 

4 

NIL 

: 

| (ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  L.A. 

12 

12 

2 

NIL 

;(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  L.A.  (excluding  out- 
workers premises). 

1 

3 

2 

MIL  | 

i 

TOTAL 

32 

38 

} 

8 

NIL 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 


Particulars 


IWant  of  cleanliness  (S.1) 
| Overcrowding  (S.2) 


i Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
I were  found 


Found 


Remedied 


Referred 


To  H.M. 
Inspector 


By  H.M. 
Inspector 


Number 
of  c^ses 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 


j Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

; Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ; 1 

! Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
: (S.6) 

i Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  ! 

j (a)  Insufficient  j 1 


| (b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i (c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

| Other  offences  against  the  Act | 

| (not  including  offences  relating 
i to  Outwork)  | 

j TOTAL 

12 

A 

2 

11.  FOOD  PREMISES 
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Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1970  : 

The  number  of  premises  subject  to  these  Regulations  are  detailed  below 
grouped  according  to  the  main  category  of  trade  in  which  they  are  involved: 


Bakers  3 
Butchers  3 
Cafe  1 
Canteens  & Kitchens  4 
Egg  & Poultry  packers  1 
Fish  Fryer  1 
Fishmonger  1 
Greengrocers  4 
Grocers  8 
Milk  store  1 
Public  houses  10 
Slaughterhouse  _J_ 


38 

Several  of  the  licensed  premises  provide  snacks  i.«r  meals  to  the  public 
and  in  4 cases  these  activities  are  large  enough  to  warrant  part  of  the 
premises  being  described  as  a restaurant. 

All  the  premises  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  in  some  cases  it  was 
necessary  to  make  several  repeat  visits  and  inspections.  The  standard  of 
hygiene  in  many  of  these  food  premises  was  poor  and  in  several  cases  was  so  poor 
poor  as  to  warrant  prosecution.  Despite  repeated  letters  and  visits  one  or 
two  of  the  smaller  shopkeepers  were  uncooperative  and  their  premises  are  still 
not  satisfactory. 

Three  large  grocery  combines  have  premises  in  Kington  and  the  conditions 
found  in  these  were  far  from  satisfactory.  However,  once  the  respective 
head  offices  were  informed  of  the  situation,  they  were  most  cooperative  and 
large  sums  of  money  have  been  spent  in  bringing  these  stores  up  to  modern 
standards.  There  still  remains  a hard  core  of  smaller  traders  who  have  one, 
two  or  three  items  requiring  attention  principally  involving  such  matters  as 
lack  of  hygenis  practices  during  food  handling,  lack  of  cleanliness  in  parts 
of  their  premises  and  disrepair  of  surfaces  which  could  lead  to  contamination 
of  food. 

Food  inspection: 

The  increasing  use  of  refrigerated  storage  cabinets  for  certain  foods 
generally  means  that  at  times  (power  cuts,  fuse  failure  etc.)  there  will  be  a 
large  quantity  of  food  which  has  to  be  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
Such  incidents  did  not  cause  any  complaints  to  this  office  during  1971  and  one 
can  only  surmise  that  perhaps  shopkeepers  were  unwittingly  selling  this  food 
even  after  it  had  reached  a temperature  at  which  its  keeping  quality  would  be 
adversely  affected. 

Without  the  cooperation  of  traders,  the  public  health  inspector  cannot 
detect  such  malpractices  since  he  is  not  aware  that  a refrigerator  breakdown 
has  occurred. 

On  only  one  occasion  was  I called  out  to  condemn  food  which  had  been 
supplied  to  a trader  and  which  was  unfit  for  human  consumption:  a blown  can 
(12-g-  lbs)  of  ham. 

Meat  Inspection 

There  are  3 licensed  slaughtermen  in  Kington  but  only  one  is  regularly 
involved  in  killing  food  animals  - at  the  local  licensed  slaughterhouse.  This 
establishment  is  well-run  and  has  only  a small  throughput  involving  on 
average  6 pigs  and  2 cattle  weekly. 
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Particulars  of  the  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  during 
the  year  are  detailed  below  ° 


'■  Cattle  excluding 
i Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs  ; 

j 

Number  killed 
and  inspected 

| 86 

NIL 

NIL 

28 

201  ; 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  ; 3 1 

part  or  organ  was  j ; 

condemned 

NIL 

NIL 

1 

15  I 

\ 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci  - no  cases  discovered 


Total  number  of  home  killed  food  animals  = 315 
Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  = 30  lbs. 


Poultry  inspection; 

There  is  one  poultry  processing  premises  in  Kington  which  is  run  in 
association  with  an  egg  packing  factory.  The  premises  were  visited  regularly 
during  the  year  and  despite  several  years  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  owner, 
he  was  convinced  of  the  need  to  improve  their  structural  and  hygienic  condition. 
This  work  is  still  in  progress  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  premises  will  soon  be 
completely  satisfactory. 

The  system  of  poultry  hygiene  and  inspection  adopted  at  the  plant  is 
reasonably  satisfactory  but  a more  efficient  system  of  separating  condemned 
carcases  from  those  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption  after  inspection 
is  needed,  '^he  average  weekly  throughput  of  the  plant  is  600  broilers  with 
small  numbers  of  capons,  bucks  and  turkeys  being  killed  throughout  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  and  frozen  for  sale  at  Christmas. 

The  average  percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
is  low  - about  5%° 

12.  STATION  SITE 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  encourage  industrial  developers 
to  establish  business  in  the  town  by  developing  the  old  railway  station  site 
at  Sunset.  The  Council’s  Architect  was  instructed  to  prepare  plans  and 
specifications  for  a new  estate  road  to  be  provided  with  footpaths,  sewerage 
and  mains  services. 
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